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FOREWORD

It is dangerous to dogmatize when discussing the military -
aircraft of any nation, so the popular question, “What are’
enemy aircraft like ?”’ cannot be answered in a word. In some
respects they are very good and in others surprisingly bad.
For example, the German Heinkel He 113 fighter is very fast,
but it is not thought that its manceuvrability represents an
advance over the Messerschmitt Me 109. Its armament, too,
is lighter than that of our Hurricane and Spitfire, which have
been in service for a very much longer period. Again, con-
sidered as a piece of aeronautical engineering, the Heinkel
He 111K bomber is a splendid machine, but its armament
bears no comparison with that of the equivalent R.A.F.
machines.

Similarly, it is dangerous to generalize on the recognition of
aircraft. It cannot be said that German machines are long
and slim and Italians short and fat, though it will be gathered
from a study of this book that development may proceed along
characteristic lines. This is exemplified by the partiality of
the Italians for three-engined bombers and biplane fighters.

The recognition of aircraft is a subject which demands
enthusiasm and infinite care, and it is only by constant study
of reliable pictures and data that accuracy can be achieved.
The student must learn how wings vary in taper, how fuse-
lages differ in outline, and how some tails have one fin and
rudder and others two, or even three. Trivial as these points
may seem to the uninitiated, they may, in certain circum-
stances, make all the difference between life and death to the
observer on the ground or to the crew of an aircraft. On a
number of occasions wrong identification has led to dlsastrous
results, not, be it said, in this country alone.

It is the purpose of this book to provide something more
than the usual recognition data. A great deal of information
is given, which, it is hoped, will stimulate interest in the
characteristics and duties of the various machines and so
facilitate ready recognition.
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TWENTY-SIX

JUNKERS Ju 88

The Junkers Ju 89 is a military version of the Ju 90 and is fitted with four

880 h.p. Junkers Jumo 211 twelve-cylinder inverted vee liquid-cooled

engines. The exact performance of this military type is not known but it is

credited with a maximum speed of round about 250 m.p.h. The span is 115 ft. ;

the length 86 ft. and the maximum gross load for take-off 50,800 b, 1t is:

probable that this type is used rather more as a troop transport machine
and for the dropping of parachute troops, than as a bomber.
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